MINUTES

Idyllwild Fire Protection District

Board of Commissioners Meeting

Regular Board Meeting with Closed Session

July 09, 2013
Meeting was called to order by Commission President Stigall at 6:04 PM (1804)

Roll Call: All Commissioners (Stigall, Schelly, Buchanan, Capparelli, and Donahoo) were present. 

                Also present were Chief Reitz and Administrative Assistant Sherry Edwards.
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chief Reitz
Invocation by Chaplain Don Hales  

Special mention of recent loss of 19 Granite Hills Hot Shots in the Yarnell Fire which included Hemet native Chris MacKenzie.  Also noted was the death of CalFIRE Paramedic/Engineer Chris Douglas who perished after being struck by a vehicle during an incident in Thousand Palms.

Approval of Agenda:  Chief Reitz requested the removal of the Board Policies.  Motion by Comm Capparelli, 2nd by Comm Donahoo.  Passed.

Consent Calendar:  
1. Motion to approve minutes from June 25 and June 27.  Motion by Comm Capparelli, 2nd by Comm Donahoo.  Passed.
2. Motion to approve May 2013 Financial statements. Check to Kent McCurty noted by Comm Stigall.  He is the new EMS Coordinator. Per Comm Buchanan there will be a new policy developed to handle stale-dated checks since the new automated deposits (such as deposits by image on cell phone) do not recognize checks that are stale-dated. Motion by Comm Capparelli, 2nd by Comm Buchanan.  Passed.
Reports

· President Stigall – Comments on recent losses in line of duty.  Asked Board members to try and make Abaris Group presentation (REMS consultants for multiagency demographic/integrated healthcare.)
· Vice President Schelly – Requests multiple items be placed on future agendas.  Copies to Board members and Chief Reitz.  Next agenda to contain appropriate items as time allows. Other requests for specific documents to be available online will be posted as manpower allows.  Chief reminded BOC that there is one duty crew member who maintains the website along with his other duties.  Comm Schelly was advised to contact the Chief directly for any specific documents in the meantime.
· Secretary Buchanan -  none at this time

· Chief Reitz – MDCs installs. Waiting for parts. EPCR (Electronic Patient Care Reports) training has been pended second to scheduling conflicts and issues with REMS. VFA Grant (Volunteer Firefighter Assistance) for $28,000 received.  Requires $14,000 match from IFPD.  IVFC 621 has pledged $8,000 and Supervisor Stone’s office has promised the remaining $6,000. Grant to be used to update PPE (Personal Protective Equipment.) Met with Supervisor Stone for monthly meeting.  Attended OES meeting (Office of Emergency Services.) Was the MC at the PEO (Philanthropic Educational Organization) annual Road Show. IFPD personnel participated in the 4th of July parade along with IVFC 621 and collected over $4,600 in donations for the Granite Hills Hot Shots families and more donations are still coming in.  The recent blood drive collected 40 units and the next drive will be in September.  Attended Joint Chiefs/EMS meeting and will be at the Abaris Group’s presentation tomorrow.  Unable to attend the Lemon Lily Festival due to tight staffing (IFPD has a strike team out on a campaign fire.)  IFPD will be providing coverage for CalFIRE  Paramedic/engineer Chris Douglas’ funeral per Riverside County request. IFPD will also provide personnel for Granite Hills Hot Shot Chris MacKenzie funeral on June 30 if staffing allows.  Also attended monthly Fire Chiefs’ meeting.  
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· IFPD Auxiliary (Nancy Layton) – Bylaws are ready for approval by IFPD BOC.  Auxiliary participated in 4th of July parade.  
· Idyllwild Career Firefighters’ Association (Reyes) – Nothing to report.

· Volunteer Fire Company 621 (Marconi) – Volunteers participated in 4th of July parade with four pieces of equipment.  IVFC 621 will also be providing coverage for the Paramedic/engineer Chris Douglas’ funeral.                                                                                                                             
· Standing Committee – Labor Negotiation/Relations (Comms Buchanan and Capparelli) – Nothing to report.  Will be conferring in Closed Session.

· Ad Hoc Committee – Patient Outcome Assessment (Comms Capparelli and Stigall) – Final meeting Friday.

Citizen’s Comments
*** Comments included discussion of “Unit Fee” vs “Parcel Fee.”  

Discussion of Brown Act requirements.  President Stigall stated that the BOC will be following IFPD’s legal advisor’s recommendations.

*** Later in the meeting IFPD Bookkeeper Nancy Layton researched old records regarding the “Unit Fee vs Parcel Fee” issue.  She pointed out that Riverside County sends the assessment fee under the title of “Parcel Fees.” 

Actionable Items

Old Business

· (none)

New Business
· Resolution 013-09 Annual Unit/Parcel Fee Adoption – Comm Buchanan informed Board that the Tax Roll has been requested from the County. Chief Reitz informed BOC that historically resolutions by the District have not had titles.  He is implementing a new system with a better method of indexing the resolutions by both name and number. Comm Buchanan motioned that Resolution 013-09 be adopted with a name change to “Unit Fee.”  Passed.
· Accounting/Bookkeeping Services Bid Award – RFP (Request For Proposal) process complete.  Two applications selected from sixteen.  After BOC discussion and review Robert T. Dennis, CPA with experience in government accounting practices was selected.  Three year bid scale as follows: Year one, $13,000 / Year two $13,700 / year three $14,000.  Motion to approve and authorize Chief Reitz and Comm Buchanan to enter into contract negotiations as stated by Comm Schelly, second by Comm Donahoo.  Passed.
· Board Policies – This item was removed during the approval of the agenda.

Correspondence - None
Future Agenda Items  
1. Letter to State of California expediting payment of campaign fires. (Chief Reitz)

2. Review of job descriptions (Comms Schelly and Donahoo)

3. Possible increase of property assessment fee from $65/year to  ?  .

4. Bylaws for IFPD Auxiliary (Chief Reitz)  On Hold
Regular Meeting Ended at 7:20 PM (1920)  (short break taken)

Closed Session began at 7:26 PM (1926)

· Pursuant to Gov Code 54957.6

Confer with District Negotiators: Comms Buchanan and Capparelli, Chief Reitz.
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Closed Session ended at 7:55 PM (1955)

Return to Regular Meeting at 7:57 PM (1957)

· Announcement of any actions taken during closed session

(see press release date July 09, 2013)

Chief Reitz states Negotiators met with Idyllwild Career Firefighters Association (ICFA) on issue of overpayment of health insurance benefits (Nov 2011 to Feb 2013. Total $75,600.)  During discussion the complaint was made that that prior to arrival of Chief Reitz in 2012 overtime was not properly calculated (2009-2012.  Total of $59,940.)   Balance owed to the District is $15,660. Due to the difference in the nine individual staff members overpayment/underpayment amounts negotiations broke into individual contract terms.  In some cases money was owed to the District and in others money was owed to the individual.  As quoted from press release: “The negotiated settlements result in the District and the individual members of the ICFA making payments to each other, depending on which is greater, the difference of the overpayment of employee medical benefits and the underpayment of the employee overtime. The payment/repayment schedules range between 24 and 48 months.”  Terms were met in seven of nine cases with the remaining two career staff members still in negotiations. Chief Reitz states that he is confident that resolution can be reached with the remaining two members.  Motion to accept current terms of seven settlements made by Comm Capparelli, second by Comm Buchanan.  Passed.  Press release was distributed to press and public present.  
Adjournment was at 8:04 PM (2004)
***  Next regularly scheduled Board meeting will be TUES, JULY 23, 2013 at 6:00 PM (1800)
*** The Mountain Fire broke out on July 15th with mandatory evacuation of Idyllwild from July 18 thru 21st.  The regularly scheduled BOC meeting on 7-23-2013 was cancelled by Comm/Pres Stigall at request of Chief Reitz.

Minutes were prepared by Commission President Jeannine Stigall

____________________________


__________

Jeannine Charles-Stigall, President


Date

___________________________


__________

Patrick Reitz, Clerk of the Board


Date
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